
Land ownership and zoning history 

 

Lake Macquarie City Council recently forwarded a Planning Proposal to the Department of Planning 
and Infrastructure (DOPI) for Gateway determination, seeking to add part of the Belmont Sportsman’s 
Club site (approximately 1.05 hectares) to ‘Schedule 7 – Additional development allowed on certain 
land’ of LM LEP 2004, to enable seniors housing as permissible with development consent.   

The subject allotment, Lot 20 DP 1046905, is currently zoned 6(1) Open Space (approximately 0.25 
hectares) and 6(2) Tourism and Recreation (approximately 1.75 hectares).  Although the allotment has 
a split zoning, it is entirely in the private ownership of the Belmont Sportsman’s Club. 

Under the draft Lake Macquarie Local Environmental Plan 2012, the 6(1) Open Space Zone is 
proposed to be converted to RE1 Public Recreation and the 6(2) Tourism and Recreation Zone is 
proposed to be converted to a RE2 Private Recreation, SP3 Tourist, or RE1 Public Recreation zone, 
as applicable. 

The Department of Planning and Infrastructure (DOPI) have requested Council to update the Land 
Reservation Acquisition Map of the draft LM LEP 2012 prior to exhibition to show any privately owned 
land that is zoned public recreation as land to be acquired by Council.  The intent of this direction is 
that all land zoned RE1 Public Recreation would become publicly owned land. 

The 6(1) Open Space Zone within the Belmont Sportsman’s Club site is a mapping anomaly that 
results from the previous land ownership and zoning history of the site.  Evidence that Council intends 
the Belmont Sportsman’s Club lands to continue to be used for private recreation purposes is provided 
below. 

It is requested that the land zoned 6(1) Open Space within Lot 20 DP 1046905 be rezoned to 6(2) 
Tourism and Recreation as part of the Planning Proposal to reflect the private recreation use of the 
site. 

Following exhibition of the Planning Proposal, the matter will be reported back to Council seeking a 
resolution to proceed with gazettal of the draft LEP Amendment and rezoning.  At this time, Council 
would be informed of the rezoning being added to the Planning Proposal. 

At the Committee Meeting on 12 June 2012, Council resolved to proceed with an LEP Amendment to 
permit senior's housing on part of the Belmont Sportsman's Club site.  The proposed rezoning would 
enable this resolution to be carried out unimpeded by any future acquisition layers within the draft LM 
LEP 2012.  Including the rezoning in the Planning Proposal, is therefore consistent with Council’s 
resolution. 

 



  

The Lake Macquarie Local Environmental 
Plan 1984 (LM LEP 1984) shows the subject 
site as a mix of 6(a) Open Space (Public 
Recreation) and 6(b) Open Space (Special 
Recreation).  The 6(b) Open Space (Special 
Recreation) zone reflects the Belmont 
Sportsman’s Club and bowling green land 
uses present on the site at the time.    

When the LM LEP 1984 came into force, the 
Belmont Sportsman’s Club and bowling 
greens were in the ownership of Council.  At 
that time, the Belmont Sportsman’s Club and 
the Bowling Club were separate entities that 
leased land from Council for private 
recreational uses.  

The land was reclassified from community to 
operational in 1999, together with a number 
of other rezonings and reclassifications 
across the city.  The Bowling Club site was 
reclassified and rezoned from Community 
6(b) to Operational 6(b).  The Sportsman’s 
Club site was reclassified and rezoned from 
Community 6(a) to Operational 6(b).  The 
reclassification and rezoning facilitated the 
purchase of the land from Council to provide 
more investment certainty than the long term 
leases that existed.   

The boundary of the 6(a) and 6(b) zones 
matches the allotment boundaries at the 
time, as shown in DP 586107 below.  DP 
586107 was registered in 1976 and replaced 
by DP 802657 in 1990 to facilitate the sale of 
the land from Council to the Bowling Club 
and Sportsman’s Club.   

The site and surrounding land was later the 
subject of a boundary realignment and 
consolidation of lots to facilitate the merger 
between the Bowling Club and the 
Sportsman’s Club.  The current DP 1046905 
was created as a result (registered in 2003).   

Copies of DP 586107, DP 802657 and DP 
1046905 are all provided below as evidence 
of the changes to land ownership and the 
subdivision pattern of subject site and 
adjoining properties over time.   

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

1941 Aerial Photograph of Belmont – Belmont Sportsman’s Club Site is circled 



 

1964 Aerial Photograph of Belmont – the subject site is circled 

 


